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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Jennifer Hayes, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis, 901.278.2947, jenniferh@bgcm.org


NATIONAL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB WEEK CELEBRATES PROVEN PROGRAMS FOR

AMERICA’S YOUTH THAT ARE NEEDED NOW MORE THAN EVER 
Local Boys & Girls Clubs Invites Community into its Doors
Memphis, TN, April 13, 2009 – Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis joins Boys & Girls Clubs across America to celebrate National Boys & Girls Club Week, March 22-28, by hosting several events to emphasize the importance and value of the Clubs to the Greater Memphis community. This week has been celebrated for more than 75 years throughout the National. 
“Boys & Girls Clubs are increasingly playing a vital role in many young people’s lives,” said Jennifer Hayes, Director of Program Services. “In today’s economic climate, we offer a positive place for kids whose parents are seeking an economical, safe and enriching environment for their children.” The cost for parents to send their child to a Club is only $5.00 during the academic year. Boys & Girls Clubs are unique in the field of child development due to five identifying characteristics. Clubs provide:

· A safe place to learn and grow,
· Ongoing relationships with caring, adult professionals,
· Life-enhancing programs and character development experiences,
· Hope and opportunity, and 

· Peer, staff and volunteer recognition.

The Clubs celebrate Boys & Girls Club Week in a variety of ways, all with an emphasis on the five core Club program areas: Character & Leadership Development; Education & Career Development; Health & Life Skills; The Arts; and Sports, Fitness & Recreation. Activities in these five core areas all support Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s overarching goal to help each child reach their full potential and BE GREAT by securing Academic Success, living a healthy lifestyle and distinguishing themselves as young leaders.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis has played an integral role in the Memphis community for 46 years, providing daily programs and services to over 5,000 young people. For more information about our Clubs, please call (901) 278-2947 or visit our website at www.bgcm.org.
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